
THIS IS AN EXCERPT FROM THE POLICY WE WROTE IN PHOENIX FOR COLD CASE 
INVESTIGATION 
 
 

Suspect Identification (DNA/ CODIS Hit or latent print included) 
 

General Direction: 
 
When a DNA or latent print hit is received from the crime lab the CCT Detective has the 
responsibility to attempt to resolve the identified case within a reasonable time limit.  Based 
on the numerous DNA hits that may occur at one time, the CCT Detective can institute a 
prioritization response to these hits. (see attached post DNA hit prioritization criteria 
form).  

 

1. The DNA/latent hit is of intelligence value and may or may not support probable cause for 
an arrest. Under CODIS rules the DNA hit may be considered probable cause for a 
search warrant to obtain a confirmation sample from the suspect.  Since the chain of 
custody is generally absent with convicted offender samples a confirmation sample is 
ultimately  necessary.  Consultation with the prosecutor may be necessary at this point.   

 

2. The assigned case agent will immediately conduct a complete and thorough suspect 
analysis.  Based on this analysis the case agent will prioritize the investigation (see 
attached post DNA hit prioritization criteria form). 

 
a.  A complete background on the suspect will be conducted to determine the 

suspect’s ability, motive, and involvement with the crime and the victim.  Do not 
rely solely on the DNA evidence to prove your case.  Being able to physically 
place the suspect in the area at the time of the crime is a priority. (see above 
section on Suspects Life)  

 
b. Once an offender hit is received the detective will identify the        

offender's status and if found the current location of the suspect.        
Priority should be given to suspects who are not in custody, as their       
potential for committing additional crimes is very high.   

 
c.  Determine prior crimes the suspect may have committed.  If possible       

obtain copies of these police reports, court documents, and review       
them. 

d.  Complete a supplemental report to the original investigation.  Document the 
DNA hit, to whom it hit, where this person currently is (if known)and any initial 
efforts completed in follow up   

 
e.  In-custody suspects need to be identified as to how long they will       

remain in custody and where they are currently being held.  These       
suspects will also be prioritized based on the length to which they will       
remain incarcerated.   When considering arresting these in custody       
suspect consultation with the prosecutor is needed.  Balancing the       
charging of a new case and his current sentence may be a deciding       
factor.  Avoid contacting the correctional institution at this point as       
information may reach the inmate and compromise your investigation.     
 

e.  The case agent needs to identify the source/location of the crime   scene  
evidence that is matching the offender.  An assessment as to the  probative 
nature of the match should be determined.  Do  additional  evidence items need 
to examine at this time?  Are known facts of the case supporting the type and 



location of the        evidence?  Will this evidence help support a charge of 
sexual assault?  Example:  DNA on a breast swab may not be probative enough 
to file sexual assault charges. 

 
f. If additional testing is necessary, open a dialog with the crime lab to provide them 

with case information and rational as to the investigative purpose of more testing.  
 

g.  Note:  Always be cognoscente  the most likely defense the                  
offender will use is consent.  Continued investigative follow up, testing     
of additional items, additional interviewing and offender backgrounds         
are all critical in  overcoming a consensual sex defense.  

 

3. All suspect and related DNA hit information shall be entered into the cold case   
 team database. The CC supervisor shall be notified of this hit. 

   

4. A confirmation DNA sample is necessary (per FBI CODIS policy) to ensure the integrity 
of the database hit.  CC detective will obtain this confirmation sample.  In most cases, the 
DNA hit alone may not support probable cause for an arrest, however it is probable 
cause for a search warrant when requesting a confirmation sample be obtained for the 
case (review FBI CODIS policy).  

  
a. CCT Detectives may also utilize the voluntary obtaining of a DNA       

sample when a warrant cannot be secured (refer to Department or       
Bureau Policy Manual). 

 
b. CCT detectives may also utilize covert means to obtain a reference        

 DNA sample from the suspect.  This includes any          
 discarded/abandoned items which may contain DNA.  Consult with your   
 crime lab as to whether a discarded profile is satisfactory to them. 

 
c. If the suspect is incarcerated out of state, coordination with the        

appropriate agency is necessary to determine the type of warrant       
needed for service.  Generally, a search warrant affidavit from your jurisdiction  
can be provided to the receiving agency which in turn completes and has signed 
a warrant valid in their state.   

 

5. Consideration should be made in sexual assaults as to whether the suspect may have 
had a relationship with the victim that was not revealed in the initial investigation.  This 
may show up if the original suspect description does not match the DNA hit suspect.  
Clarification with the victim may be necessary and possible identification of consensual 
partners may need to be considered. 
 

6. After the hit the CCT Detectives should locate and contact the victim (sex assaults) to 
determine availability for court and to re-interview if necessary (see traditional locating 
methods above). Utilizing a best practice should be a high priority as the victim is being 
contacted (see victim advocate section below). 
 

7. If the suspect’s current location is unknown (utilize analyst for locating) the CCT 
Detective should consult with the County Attorney on obtaining an arrest warrant.  
Preference should be given to obtaining direct warrant vs. a grand jury warrant.  CCT 
Detectives shall be familiar with both types of arrest warrants.  .   

 

F. Additional Investigative Follow Up/Suspect Contact: 
 



1. Formulate plan for obtaining interviewing the suspect.  All suspects will be interviewed or 
attempted to be interviewed.  The CCT should determine prior to the interview what 
strategy would be utilized, and legally, if an interview is can be completed. (eg. 6th 
Amendment issue). 

 

2. The element of surprise is the investigators advantage.  Interviewing an investigative lead 
or the identified suspect should be one of the last tasks completed.  Do not inadvertently 
tip off the suspect that you are going to interview him. 

   

3. Audio/Video Record all interviews. 
 

4. Be prepared for the interview of the suspect. Have photographs, legal props, case books, 
or other interview tools available.  Consider having both victim photographs and crime 
scene location pictures to present. 

 

5. If DNA is the only identifier, consider getting a denial from the suspect and not presenting 
the DNA evidence.  If discussing the DNA evidence hold this until the end of the 
interview. 

 

6. Consider various themes when interviewing the suspect.  Detectives should be 
experienced and familiar with themes for interviewing rapists.  It is important that 
detectives have training in the various interview and interrogation styles available. 

 

7. A denial by the suspect may be a sufficient interview.  Be aware of and avoid forcing the 
suspect into a consent defense. 

 

8. If given a consent defense, question for more details of the incident.  Eg. Victim's name, 
any personal information about the victim the suspect should know.        

 

9. Prepare a search warrant for obtaining the suspect Buccal Swab for confirmation.  This 
may be completed during the interview of the suspect. 

 

10. Consult County Attorney prior to contact/arrest.  In some cases the County 
 Attorney may have the ability to assist with the completion of warrants or court  orders.  
Detectives should also staff the case (especially sex crimes) with the County Attorney for 
a pre-filing decision.  Not all cases will be appropriate or accepted by the County 
Attorney.  Meeting prior to an arrest may save the detective wasted follow-up or direct 
any additional follow-up requested for prosecution. 
 

11. Not all Cold Case Team investigations are resolved through DNA.  If the DNA  results 
do not identify a suspect detectives should continue to review additional  evidence and/or 
case investigative techniques. 

 
 
 


